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Aspirations for this session 

1) Better know how to help our clients to think thru licensing options - 
especially to prompt authors in thinking about the needs of users (and 
potential users); 

 
2) Understand the diversity of perspectives regarding what we may mean when 

we say “open access” and choose our words carefully; 
 

3) Develop a shared sense of best practices and values as library 
publishers. 



Brief prepared case studies 

Four discussion topics 

Publisher policies 

Clear communication with clients/authors, and uses of authors’ works 

What do you mean by “open access”? 

What’s at stake? 



Getting to know you 



Q1.  Does your initiative have a policy regarding what types of works you will support? 

We support . . .  almost everything 

    only works with zero cost access 

    works that have some type of Creative 
Commons license 

    works that have a very specific CC license(s) 

    we are still figuring this out 

    something else? 

 



Q2. What are the intended use(s) of works produced by your publishing initiative? 

Users must be able to     . . . read or access (without fee) 
      . . . copy, use, distribute, 

transmit, display 
     . . . adapt or customize (create derivatives) 

 
Users may be able to      . . . adapt or customize (but this is not our main goal) 
 
 
Users must not be able to . . adapt or customize 

 
       



Prepared remarks 

 

 





Open Education Librarian 

 

Enabling, educating about, and encouraging “remix” 



Creative Commons License Compatibility Created by Kennisland, published under a CC0 license. 





1.  Open access contributions must satisfy two conditions:The author(s) and right holder(s) of such 

contributions grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable, worldwide, right of access to, and a license to 

copy, use, distribute, transmit and display the work publicly and to make and distribute 

derivative works, in any digital medium for any responsible purpose, subject to proper attribution 

of authorship (community standards, will continue to provide the mechanism for enforcement of 

proper attribution and responsible use of the published work, as they do now), as well as the right 

to make small numbers of printed copies for their personal use. 

 

2.  A complete version of the work and all supplemental materials, including a copy of the permission 

as stated above, in an appropriate standard electronic format is deposited (and thus published) in at 

least one online repository using suitable technical standards (such as the Open Archive definitions) 

that is supported and maintained by an academic institution, scholarly society, government agency, 

or other well-established organization that seeks to enable open access, unrestricted distribution, 

inter operability, and long-term archiving. 

https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration  







 

Are Open Access and OER (open educational resources)  

different names for roughly the same set of permissions? 



Examples 

1) “Reusable” learning object 

 

2) Rights reversion to “open” textbook 

 

3) Fair use (or not) in the OER environment 
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Case Studies 

 
 

https://vital-test.dev.tlos.vt.edu  



 

Open Access = free online (and nothing more) 

 

 

Is this what all of my faculty members think? 



Case Studies 

© 1987 Iowa State University Press 
 
Out of print.  
 
Documentation that rights reverted to the authors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Case Studies 

http://hdl.handle.net/10919/72274  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Case Studies 
http://hdl.handle.net/10919/72274  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How do ND licenses fit with known needs of users and needs of potential users? 



Last Year’s LPForum 



http://hdl.handle.net/10919/70961 

Published: August 2016 
 
440+ pages     Licensed: CC BY NC SA 3.0 
 
~50% remixed content 
 
Completely updated data, graphics, examples (currency) 
 
Custom chapter order + chapters 
(Fits the course learning objectives) 
 
Philosophy: The course is more than a textbook 
 
Several free downloadable file types (including editable) 
 
Print on Demand (Lulu): $15 (B&W); $83 (color) 
 
12,500+ downloads. Several known “adoptions” 

Fair use, permissions, and caring for “downstream” users 



-  Images (magazine covers, local photos, in-copyright/non-CC licensed images 
related to the reading) 

 

-  Examples of corporate policies and practices 

 

-  Non statistical data from tables & charts 

 

 

Fair use, permissions, and caring for “downstream” users 

-  Use openly licensed items or take 
your own photos (and openly 
license them) 

 
-  Secure “transferable to all future 

editions” permission to use an 
image 

 
-  Share all permissions 

documentation 



Facilitating “care” for potential downstream users 

Providing clear information regarding IP/licensing 
 
How we talk about OA matters 

Faculty/author education 

Growth areas for library publishing 



How do we do this work in a way that is: 
 
-  excellent 
-  informed, and  
-  meets the needs of current and potential users while 

avoiding negative or undesirable results?  



Talking About Open Access 
Laureen Boutang 

Publishing Services Coordinator 
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University of Minnesota Open Access Fund 

Available to U of MN affiliates. 

Publication must be fully open access (no hybrid publications) 

Authors must retain rights.  

Authors do not have other sources of funding 

The publisher must demonstrate Open Access bona fides: Membership 
in OASPA, listed in DOAJ, or equivalent 



Copyright Permissions Workflow 

Receive an email at 
copyuse@umn.edu 
 

Assign a pack 
number in the log 

Enter each item in 
the database 

Send each request 
to CCC, Publisher 
or Rightsholder 

Follow-up with 
Publishers & 

Rightsholders, if 
necessary 

Clear pack & alert 
Requester, Course 

Reserves, 
Bookstores or Copy 

Centers 

Image courtesy of Emily Riha 



Intellectual Property Rights & Content Licensing Information 

Policies: 

A.  UMN Libraries’ Policy Regarding Author Copyrights: The University Libraries do not support 
publications that require exclusive transfer of some or all rights.  

 

B.  UMN Libraries’ Policy Regarding Assignment of Copyrights: Though authors retain their 
individual copyrights, the University of Minnesota Libraries, as the publisher of the work, must 
also be assigned copyrights to do that work.  



Licensing Options 

Option One: The University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing Services always encourages, but 
does not require, Creative Commons Licenses. Creative Commons Licenses grant both the 
publication and the publisher the right to publish the work. They also grant rights to the readers of 
the materials to reuse the content in various ways. We support three CC Licenses: CC BY, CC BY-
NC, CC 0. 

Option Two: If a CC License has not been assigned to the work, require author to grant us broad 
rights as publisher. 

Option Three: Require Option Two, but also allow individual authors to select from and assign one 
of the three supported CC Licenses: CC BY, CC BY-NC, CC 0. 

 



INNOVATIONS in Pharmacy  
Case Study 



PubMed Requirements 

COPE - Committee on Publication Ethics 

OASPA - Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association 

DOAJ - Directory of Open Access Journals 

WAME - World Association of Medical Editors 

Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing 

5. Copyright: Copyright and licensing information shall be clearly described on the journal’s Web site, and licensing terms shall 
be indicated on all published articles, both HTML and PDFs. 





http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/
innovations/
policies.html#rights 

http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/
innovations/
aimsandscope.html 







Flexibility v. Standards 

●  Do you enforce any standard author agreement or open license on a journal, or allow 
publications to select their own based on culture of their discipline? 

●  Open Access advocates define CC BY licenses as best practice, but is it best for us to strongly 
encourage (or even require) use when individuals are hesitant, or certain disciplines have not 
adopted? Do you allow flexibility based on discipline and culture? 

●  Some licensing decisions will be determined by who a journal or publisher wants to partner with 
(Societies, PubMed, Funders, etc.). Can we anticipate those determinations earlier in the 
process? 



Resources: 
 
 

SPARC; HowOpenIsIt? Guide: https://sparcopen.org/our-work/howopenisit/ 
 
OASPA; Licensing FAQ: http://oaspa.org/information-resources/frequently-asked-questions/ 
 
DOAJ; Information for Publishers: https://doaj.org/publishers#licensing 
 
COPE, DOAJ, OASPA, WAME; Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly 
Publishing: https://doaj.org/bestpractice 
http://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing-2/  

 



Let’s Discuss 



Publisher policies regarding © and CC licenses  



Ensuring clear communication regarding permitted uses: 
 

 ●  Clients/authors, and  
●  Users/readers/adapters of works 

 
 



What do YOU mean (and not mean) by “Open Access?”  



What’s at stake? 


