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James Branch Cabell, 1923
Anybody here ever read anything by James Branch Cabell?




James Branch Cabell, 1923
Anybody here ever heard of James Branch Cabell?




VCU Monroe Park Campus library named after Cabell
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Halloween Party, Country Club, West Chester, PA, 1923
@VCU



“lJurgen] is so obscene,
lewd, lascivious and
indecent that a minute
description of the same
would be offensive to the
Court and improper to be
placed upon the records
thereof." (John S. Sumner,
agent for the New York
Society of the Suppression
of Vice)

+ James Branch Cabell «
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Richmond Times-Dispatch, ca. 1949




The Cabell Room
Cabell Library, VCU




JAMES BRANCH CABELL'S LIBRARY: A CATALOGUE

by

Jean Maurice Duke

A thesis submitted in partial fulfiliment of the
requirements for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in the Department of English
in the Graduate College of
The University of Iowa

August, 1968

Thesis supervisor: Assistant Professor O, M, Brack

James Branch Cabell's Library: A Catalogue, by Maurice Duke
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Seeking Utility

Large PDF

OCR Challenges
Beyond inventory and
artifact

Continue functional
legacy of the work
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Burton Rascoe, James Branch Cabell, Elliott White Springs 1928



Another source for the data

Surprise: Books cataloged
Searchable in catalogs
Inside knowledge needed
(Duke no.)

MARC not patron friendly to
read or manipulate

Some 200 books written by or about Cabell
were held in this rosewood cabinet in the
main parlor of his house.




Manuscript + MARC Records
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| LVEK e Location information (not in MARC
TALLION

records and in manuscript code)
e OCLC # (not in manuscript)
e Authority (not in manuscript)
e Common element: Duke Number

“The optimist proclaims that we live in the
best of all possible worlds; and the pessimist
fears this is true.” James Branch Cabell. The
Silver Stallion.




Dataset

e MARC records
e MarcEdit -> CSV -> Excel

(Duke Number | Author Name | Title | Publisher
and Date | Date | Physical Description | Series |
Local Note | Contents | Original Location (from
manuscript) | OCLC #)

e Added location information

and QA

Burton Rascoe, a literary critic from Chicago,
Ellen Glasgow, James Branch Cabell, Priscilla
Bradley Shepherd Cabell (Cabell’s first wife),
and Elliott White Springs. 1928




Vulgar witchcraft errors
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PDF Dataset Version

Duke Number  Author Name

erived from Excel e

3/ Abbot, Anthony, et al.
4 Abbott, Cnarles D. (Charles David)

amiliar for Humanists ==

37 page ms - 71 page
o e —
97MB (color) > 40MB

- 1MB PDF

orn digital searching

12| Adler, Mortimer Jerome

Title Publisher and Date
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loveleties.

Howard 2 chyonicl by Chartes D Abbatt it an nfroduction  London - Harper & Brothers, 1825
by N.C. ‘and many ilustrations from Howard Pyle's
Astrology, your place in e sun, by Evangeline Adams. New York, Dodd, Mead, 1926
Henry Adams - an Boslon: Houghton Mifin, 1518 (Cambridge,
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Text Dataset Version

* Derived from Excel
RRANCH TSV text version |
CABELL e Stable non-proprietary format
* Portable import into Excel or

other statistical packages




Basic Analysis Examples
Top 10 Authors in James Branch Cabell's Library
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Basic Analysis Examples

Tarkington: 16 of 17 total
Bailey: 13 of 13 Top 10 Authors Summer Home

Twain: 7 of 13 18
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Other Possibilities

e Detailed Analytics

 With OCLC numbers
possibilities for text
mining

 Network Analysis

Louisa Nelson, nurse to the three

young Cabell sons, James, Robert
‘VCU and John.


https://gallery.library.vcu.edu/exhibits/show/jamesbranchcabell/louisa-nelson
https://gallery.library.vcu.edu/exhibits/show/jamesbranchcabell/louisa-nelson

Presentation

* Versions housed in
one CONTENTdm
collection with
introduction

e Version overload?

e DOIl’s and other
dressing

@ VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY

VCU Libraries Digital Collections

Home  BrowseAll  Collections A-Z [

Search [

Home »» James Branch Cabell's Library

James Branch Cabell's Library

The Special Collections and Archives at Virginia Commonwealth University's James Branch Cabell Library
proudly houses the library of writer James Branch Cabell. originally cataloged by Dr. Maurice Duke's 1968
dissertation from the University of lowa (James Branch Cabell's Library : A Catalogue). Created by VCU
Department of English Professor Emeritus Maurice Duke, the Catalogue was the first attempt to fully represent

the contents of James Branch Cabell's library in 1967: its organization. contents, and functions. This collection

consists of digital presentations of the two copies of this dissertation currently held by VCU Libraries, as well as

a dataset containing other information about each entry.

Each entry in the
Catalogue provides the
author, title, publisher
information, and year, as
well as other descriptive
elements. Notably
featured are signifiers
which represent the
location of each book
pamphlet, or magazine
within Cabell's home, as
his library was largely
organized by genre and
utility. In a 2005
interview, Maurice Duke
remarked that “Cabell
used his books, personal
books, as filing cabinets
for letters from his

Makeitrea. cCAMPAIGN for VCU

Recent Additions

Receive up

James Branch
Cabells library - a
catalogue
[unannotated version]

James Branch
Cabells library - a
catalogue [annotated
version]

Digital File

James Branch
Cabell's library
[dataset PDF]

James Branch
Cabell's library
[dataset]




Bringing it on Home

* Value of your and others
metadata

* Licensing of metadata
thinking both Artisanal
Data and Big Data

* Old projects in new

”] too was once a dreamer: and in
bottles )
dreams there are lessons.” James
Branch Cabell. The High Place.




Credits and References

e (Cabell images from the online exhibit by Alice Campbell: James
Branch Cabell: Man of Letters and Libraries.
https://gallery.library.vcu.edu/exhibits/show/jamesbranchcabell

* Primary materials held in Cabell Library Special Collections.
https://www.library.vcu.edu/research/special-collections/

* Imaging and data wrangling, Joe Woods, Digital Specialist

* VCU Libraries Digital Collection James Branch Cabell's Library.
http://dig.library.vcu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/cab




