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Once upon a time…
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In the beginning

• Formed by 10 organisations (A mix of professional and scholar-led publishers, 

with support from SPARC Europe)

• Original focus was on STM journals

• Books were added (and hence AHSS disciplines)

• More ‘Non-publishing’ organisations joined

• Mission was to represent this new mode of publishing



Original mission
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Delivering on the mission

• Exchanging information

• Setting standards

• Advancing models

• Advocacy

• Education

• Promoting innovation



• Fixed membership criteria - applied universally

• Initial screening process followed by detailed review and decision 

by committee

• Criteria and application process reviewed on a regular basis

• Less than 5% of applications for membership accepted

• Publishers/journals that can demonstrate improvements are 

reconsidered

Commitment to high standards



Details at: oaspa.org/membership/membership-applications/

https://oaspa.org/membership/membership-applications/


Members commit to a Code of Conduct





OASPA 2.0
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The updated mission
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The updated mission
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OASPA 2.0

Mission old vs new – what has changed?

• Exchanging information

• Setting standards

• Advancing models

• Advocacy

• Education

• Promoting innovation

• Leadership in the open access 

space

• Productive collaboration 

• Setting standards to preserve the 

integrity of scholarship

• Promoting innovation

• Supporting a healthy & diverse 

OA market
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OASPA 2.0

• Understanding of where we are and how we got here

• Diverse membership is a reflection of the landscape

• Values of OASPA: sharing experiences, welcoming others to the 

discussion



147 members:

• Scholar Publishers – journals run on volunteer effort by academics.

• Professional Publishers – at least one paid staff member. Range 

from small to very large organisations.

• Supporting Services & Infrastructure – commercial and non-

commercial.

Who we are
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Membership breakdown

List of members at: https://oaspa.org/membership/members/

https://oaspa.org/membership/members/


Annual Reporting:

• The vast majority of 
content published by 
OASPA Members is Fully 
OA and CC BY

• We see year-on-year 
growth in output



• Annual Conference on Open Access Scholarly 
Publishing 

• Recent topics include: Community-governed infrastructure; Open Access 
books; Emerging research into open access; Research Culture; Global 
Inequity

• All sessions recorded - https://oaspavideos.org/

• Open Scholarship webinar series

• Free to join

• Recordings shared afterwards: 

https://oaspa.org/information-resources/oaspa-webinars/

Community Activities

https://oaspavideos.org/
https://oaspa.org/information-resources/oaspa-webinars/


Global Outlook



Trends in Open Access
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Annual Trends in Global 
Authorship by Region

Source: DeltaThink News & Views 6 Jan 2020

http://deltathink.com/news-views-shifting-power-balances-in-global-scholarly-output/
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Comparison of OA article 
share and revenue share 2018• In 2017, the global OA 

market was worth around 
USD $588m and grew to 
around $675m in 2018

• Expected to be over $750m 
for 2019

• Just under 30% of global 
output is open access –
excluding green and public 
access (aka “bronze”).

Source: DeltaThink News & Views 18 Nov 2019

https://deltathink.com/open-access-market-sizing-update-2019/
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A closer look at Full OA and hybrid 

• Hybrid growth does 
appear to be slowing as 
a proportion – in 
absolute terms it is 
growing

• Will see if funder 
mandates from 2021 
start to push the 
percentage back down

Source: DeltaThink News & Views 21 Oct 2019

http://deltathink.com/news-views-have-we-reached-peak-hybrid/
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Estimating OA output in the future

• Continued growth of OA 
estimated to remain slow

• Unpaywall data projects we 
will only be at just 30%  of 
‘true OA’ in 5 years - and 
that includes articles within 
the subscription system

• Again, funder mandates 
may affect this growth

Source: Piwowar, H. et al. (2019) bioRxiv

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/795310v1.full


Policy
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Policy

• National policies in Europe

• UKRI

• European Commission (Horizon Europe)

• Plan S and private funders e.g. Wellcome Trust

• China 

• US

https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme_en
https://wellcome.ac.uk/grant-funding/guidance/open-access-guidance/open-access-policy
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Policy

Why is policy 
important?

• It’s a key driver of OA

• Monitoring for 
compliance increases 
effectiveness

• Funders discussed 
their approaches at the 
OASPA conference

Larivière, V. & Sugimoto, C.R. (2018) Nature 562, 483-486.

https://oaspavideos.org/video/panel-1-funders-and-research-supporting-organisations--an-extended-panel-discussion-and-qa
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-07101-w
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Managing Complexity

Data for ‘All 
Institutions’ 
(mostly 
European)

Source: Open APC initiative, 30 April 2020

https://treemaps.intact-project.org/
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Managing Complexity

Source: Open APC initiative, 30 April 2020

Data for UK
Institutions

https://treemaps.intact-project.org/
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Managing Complexity

Source: Open APC initiative, 30 April 2020

Data for All 
Countries 
(mostly 
European) by 
Publisher

https://treemaps.intact-project.org/


• Addresses practical challenges of OA shared by institutions, funders and 
publishers

• Open source, community-governed infrastructure ‘to facilitate the 
fulfilment of open access strategies across business models, policies and 
agreements’

• Message hub (not a payment solution – will integrate with existing 
providers)

• Additional benefit: improved metadata in the system

• Tech partner contracted to build MVP and run Pilot

• More info at https://www.oaswitchboard.org/

https://www.oaswitchboard.org/


The big picture
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The Big Picture

• How we get to our end goal is important

• Diversity matters

• Open access is a stepping stone

• Funders are playing a key role

• Institutional practices and funder policies need to work in 

harmony



Questions?

Keep up to date: 

https://oaspa.org/ or  OASPA News

claire.redhead@oaspa.org

@OASPA

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://oaspa.org/
https://us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ff27c49b4cb51715a891f73a8&id=457662dc26
mailto:claire.redhead@oaspa.org

