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Background & Context

1. Undergraduate Journal with 30+ Years of History

2. Due to staffing and student volunteer changes, the 
journal had gone dormant for 5+ years

3. Journal had been previously hard copy with some 
online content

4. As Pitt’s Honors College began to grow, the need 
for a public-facing publication to showcase student 
work also grew



The Pittsburgh 
Undergraduate Review

• Instead of starting a new journal, we 
decided to revitalize the existing journal

• Due to budgetary restraints, the journal 
had to be completely online



Steps to Revitalization

1) Who – Who will be involved
2) What – What will be the content and focus of the journal
3) Where – Where will it be housed and how (e.g., paper, online, etc.)
4) Why – Why is an undergraduate journal needed?
5) When – When will the journal publish its next issue (e.g., timeline)
6) How – How will we receive, review, and publish student work?
7) Recruitment



Who?

• Student Run (provides experiential learning)

• University Honors College (interdisciplinary home)

• Director of Honors Research (promotes stability)

• Hillman Library (platform support & expert advice)



What?

• An interdisciplinary journal that publishes research, 
scholarship, and creative work across all disciplines

• A student-run, peer reviewed journal 
• A completely online, open-access journal



Where?

• Housing the journal in an Honors College ensures that 
it receives content submissions from students across 
disciplines and has an academic unit as a home.

• Partnering with the Hillman Library ensures there are 
stable resources and digital publishing experts that can 
support sustainability and administration of the journal.



Why?

• Honoring the existing history of the journal and work of 
previous students

• Provides an educational experience AND a practical 
team/applied experience for students

• Undergraduate Research is HIP (high-impact practice)!



When?

Sample timeline from original planning 
documents:



How?
• Peer Reviewed by students, for students!

• Peer Review Training developed by 
Director of Research

• OJS (Online Journal System)
• OJS system training offered through 

Hillman



Journal Proposal & Approval
• Title of Publication
• Frequency & Schedule of Publication
• Scope, Focus, and Description of Content
• Target Audience
• Types of Content (i.e., essays, research, etc.)
• Description of Peer Review Process (if applicable)
• Journal Personnel & Support
• Open Access and Copyright Policies
• Target Implementation Dates
• Rationale (for new journals only)



Journal Bylaws 
& Guidelines

• Students developed bylaws and 
submission guidelines after 
reviewing previous journal 
documents and undergrad 
journals



Obstacles, Costs, and 
Considerations
Obstacles Costs Considerations

• Student Recruitment

• Marketing

• Reinvention

• OJS Platform (minimal)

• Student Stipends (eventual)

• Consideration of Other 
Student Journals

• Timeline

• Sustainability Planning

• Student Training



Questions?
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