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The Challenge of Disseminating 
Metadata on Library Published Open 
Access Books



No open access

without open infrastructure.



a collaborative project 

building infrastructure 


to support Open Access books





Open Metadata for OA Publishing

• Smaller, non-prof it, and library-based OA publishers often struggle with metadata 
management and dissemination


• Commercial solutions are expensive/not tailored to OA books > metadata often 
managed in custom spreadsheets


• Dissemination channels require different output formats according to different 
specif ications > technical knowledge required is often absent, leading to lower 
discoverability


• OA book metadata from commercial vendors often of low(er) quality


• Metadata often not CC0 licensed



Open Metadata for OA Publishing

• Thoth: Open Metadata Management & Dissemination


• Open source, open documentation on wiki 
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Next Steps for Thoth

• Quality control via “traff ic light” system


• Automated metadata dissemination to platforms


• Business model launch to assure long-term sustainability



Ingest Export

• API


• UI


• ONIX

• GraphQL API


• Export API

• Metadata Services


• Formatting


• Backlist ingest


• Validation/Enhancement

• Distribution Services


• Curated (meta)data delivery


• Archiving/Preservation


• Support/Training

Free

Plus



Expanding the Thoth Ecosystem

• Integration with the Open Book Collective


• Harmonization with WikiData & OpenAlex


• White-label website built on top of Thoth


• Potential for collaborative editing of metadata records


• Toward an open, community-managed universal book catalog



Resources

Thoth


https://thoth.pub/


WP5 Scoping Report: Building an Open Dissemination System


https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/wp5-scoping-report-building-open-dissemination-system/


Open Metadata in Thoth


https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/open-metadata-thoth/


https://thoth.pub/
https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/wp5-scoping-report-building-open-dissemination-system/
https://copim.pubpub.org/pub/open-metadata-thoth/

