
‘Saviors’ and Silences: 
The Potentialities of Library 
Publishing in Resisting 
Racialized Censorship

Tracie D. Hall

tdhall@hbculibraries.org



“The word is the making 
of the world.”

      
                                                                           -- Wallace Stevens



Educational Censorship and Epistemic Silence (These two images represent a cause and effect)

 By setting themselves up as “saviors” of children, schools, and ultimately, the nation --  groups like Moms for Liberty not only 
laid the foundation for restricting reading about race, racism, gender, and history in schools and higher education, but for 
merely discussing these ideas. By demanding sanctions that ultimately criminalized these ideas, they also criminalized the 
readers, authors, and stewards, and succeeded in spreading the perception of scholarship as suspect and devoid of value.



We are Living in an 
Era When  Even 
Individual Words Are 
Outlawed 



Books as Backdrop and Signifier in “Birth of 
a Nation” (1915), an Anti-Reconstruction 
Film and Template for What Some are 
Calling a New Anti-Reconstruction Era.



Censorship is at an all-time 
high in the United States:
 
46 of the 50 states in the US have 
introduced censorship legislation – 
either challenges, restrictions, or bans

E v e n  t h o u g h  m o s t  A m e r i c a n s ,  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y,  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  b o o k  c e n s o r s h i p  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
l a w



Censorship’s 
Macro and 
Micro Level 
Impacts
H a s  b e c o m e  n o r m a l i z e d  a n d  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  
h a v e  a  l o n g - t e r m  i m p a c t  o n  a c a d e m i c  
c u r r i c u l a  a n d  s c h o l a r l y  p u b l i s h i n g .  



There is a correlation between low literacy 
and high censorship regions.



- MISINFORMATION
- DISINFORMATION
- INFORMATION POVERTY
- INFORMATION DISPARITY
- INFORMATION SEGREGATION/REDLINING
- INFORMATION EXCLUSION
- INFORMATION WITHDRAWAL /CENSORSHIP
- INFORMATION WARFARE

Scale of Information 
Disorders

T.D. Hall



Censorship operates not only through 
removal but through anticipatory 
silence—faculty, students, and 
institutions avoiding topics because of 
perceived risk.



Censorship has a 
chilling effect on 
emerging writers 
and scholars

• Reduced invitations to educational 
and public speaking engagements.

• Reduced readership.
• Reputational harm.
• Future publishing opportunities.
• Self-censorship.
• Employment/Livelihood impacted.
• Critical and timely ideas left 

unsurfaced. 
• Unsafe and unsound 

theories/practices left unchecked.



“Nearly every public 
university system now 
mandates syllabus 
reviews screening for 
prohibited content, 
including references to 
gender identity or sexual 
orientation.”

What will be the long-term 
impact on teaching and learning? 



A Study Five Years Ago 
Forecast Today’s Reality

“These bills are based on a 
misrepresentation of how 
intellectual frameworks are 
taught and threaten to 
constrain educators’ ability 
to teach [and publish 
across] a wide range of 
subjects.”



Censorship Targets Marginalized Narratives
Research consistently shows that challenged and banned materials 

disproportionately feature:

• Black authors and characters

• Indigenous histories

• LGBTQ+ communities

• Women's experiences and histories

• Discussions of racism and social 
justice

A 2024 analysis by the University of 
Pennsylvania Annenberg School for 
Communication found that authors of 
color wrote 39% of banned books, 
despite representing a much smaller 
share of published authors. Women of 
color alone wrote nearly one-quarter 
of all banned books in the study.

The same study concluded that 
authors of color were approximately 
4.5 times more likely to have books 
banned than white authors, with 
women of color facing particularly high 
rates of censorship.



With Freedom of Speech 
and the Press in Jeopardy, 
Library Publishing is both 
Scholarly Advocacy and 
Due Diligence.



The HBCU Library Alliance works to transform and strengthen its 100+ member libraries 
by developing leaders, preserving collections, and planning for the future.

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS! (Founding Convening 2002)



Research Access and 
Orientation Impacts Research 
Productivity

“The present research indicates that racial 
disparities in academic productivity are not 
solely a matter of individual effort or academic 
aptitude. Instead, disparities are intricately 
tied to external factors such as the availability 
of research funding, the quality of publication 
outlets, and most especially the 
methodological orientation of scholars. White 
sociologists had significantly more external 
research grants and were more likely to publish 
quantitative as well as qualitative work, which, 
as the results suggest, played a pivotal role in 
diminishing racial differences in productivity... 
Methodological orientation accounts most 
prominently for variation in publication 
productivity by race.”



HBCU Faculty Pay a 
“Publishing Tax”
“By tracking the affiliation changes of 139 
professors and their research outcomes 
(consisting of 4,269 publications) and 
comparing them with a matched control 
group with similar backgrounds, we 
revealed a moving penalty for professors 
moving from Predominantly White 
Institutions (PWIs) to HBCUs, who 
experienced declines in research 
productivity and citation impact. In contrast, 
professors transitioning from HBCUs to 
PWIs benefited from the moving premium 
of increasing high-impact publications.”



The Possibilities of 
Library Publishing
Academic libraries can continue to expand the 
canon through:
• Proactive teaching and learning 

programming for faculty that center 
what can be taught and how multi-
modal approaches can help 
maximize academic freedom.

• Library publishing initiatives that 
cultivate and disseminate original 
and timely scholarship by faculty, 
students, and community members 
and capture important convening 
proceedings that may otherwise go 
undocumented.

• Establishing community partnerships 
that support organizations in creating 
their own publishing vehicles.



Library 
Publishing As 
Advocacy – A 
Future Frontier 
for the HBCU 
Library Alliance. 

Digital publishing holds 
particular promise.



Thank You!

Contact Me: Tracie D. Hall, tdhall@hbculibraries.org
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